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Johns Hopkins has moved to Phase 2 of 
reopening efforts, resuming medium-risk 
activities but still relying on distancing and 
mask-wearing in addition to providing 
online alternatives to in-person activities. 
COVID-19 safety measures remain 
unchanged on-campus for vaccinated 
individuals; CDC guidelines do not apply 
to JHU facilities. Help keep the Hopkins 
and Physiology community safe by 
respecting safety regulations! 
 

Announcements 

 

HELP WANTED FOR DEPT WEBSITE 
 
The Physiology Department relies on 
the webpage to disseminate 
information to members of our 
department and the wider world. As 
the academic year ramps up, many 
updates are made to the site! If you 
have any skills in HTML, CSS, or any 
other web language, email Marsha 
Miller and help the department site 
stay up to date! 

 
THE COOLEY CENTER IS 

REOPENING! 
The Cooley Center will reopen under 
Phase 1 restrictions, M-F 6am-8pm. 
The School of Public Health gym 
remains closed. Fitness classes will be 
outside or virtual. Please visit 
jhmifitness.com for more 
information and to sign up for time 
slots up to one hour. 
 

AMERICAN PHYSIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
VIRTUAL NETWORKING EVENT 

If you are a trainee with interest in 
teaching, consider registering for an 
upcoming Teaching Section Trainee 
Networking Event on May 13 at 5pm. 
The format will be a panel discussion 
on Tips and Tricks for Your First Year 
Teaching. Register here. 

 

          Upcoming Events 

May 7: Journal Club at Noon 
 Kevin Chen 

 
May 13: Thesis Seminar 2pm 

Pingdewinde Sam, Claypool Lab  
“Non-Functional Phosphatidylserine 

Decarboxylase One (Psd1) Protein is 
Mistargeted to the ER”  

 
May 14: Department Seminar at Noon 

Dylan Sarver, Wong Lab 
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Jiaojiao Xu, Pluznick Lab 
 
May 17: Thesis Seminar 10am 

Kelli Johnson, Donowitz Lab 
"Complex Cholinergic Signaling in the 

Mouse Intestinal Epithelium” 
 

May 19: 26th Philip Bard Lecture in 
Medical Physiology at Noon 

Nieng Yan, Ph.D. 
Department of Molecular Biology 

Princeton University 
“Structural basis for the  

initiation of electrical signaling.” 
Host: Dr. Guggino 

 
May 21: Journal Club at Noon 

Brittni Moore & Erica Avery 
 

May 28: Department Seminar at Noon 
First-Year Rotation Seminars 

Jessica Hernandez 
Mackenzie Kui 

Yi (Henry) Cheng 
 

                 Welcome! 

Please give a warm welcome to soon-
to-be first-year Cellular and Molecular 
Physiology students Katie Sullivan, 
Manuella Andrade, and Luoluo Chen 
who will be joining us in the fall to 
begin their graduate student journeys 
in Physiology. 
 
A congrats is in order for first-year 
Biochemistry, Cellular and Molecular 
Biology (BCMB) student Noel 
Getachew, who has officially joined 
the Pluznick Lab to pursue his PhD. 
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Previous DEI Journal Club Paper: “Research Culture: Career choices of underrepresented and female postdocs in the biomedical sciences” 

Recorded seminar by Dr. Kimberly Griffin, Associate Professor of Student Affairs at the University of Maryland and the editor-in-chief of the Journal of 
Diversity in Higher Education (JDHE). 

A recorded seminar by Dr. Marcus Lambert from Weill Cornell Medicine, hosted by Hopkins was provided as an additional resource by the Kralli Lab 
entitled “Promoting an Inclusive Scientific Workforce: Factors that Affect Career Choices.”  

 

Awards and Accomplishments 
  
 
Pluznick lab postdoc Jiaojiao Xu won 3rd place in the Basic Science category at the National Kidney Foundation National Young Investigators Forum 
for “Uncovering the Physiological Role of Olfactory Receptor 558 in Renal Vasculature”. 
 
Congratulations Dawson lab graduate student Aanishaa Jhaldiyal, the poster prize winner at the Journal of Cell Biology-Journal of Experimental 
Medicine symposium on neurodegeneration. She won for her poster, “Understanding the role of PARP-1 biology in murine model of Alzheimer’s 
disease”. 
 
Shaopeng Wang (1st place) and Yini Li of the Sun lab won the Excellence in Basic Research Award in the 23rd Annual Department of Pathology Young 
Investigators’ Day held by Zoom on Friday, March 19, 2021. 
 
The Fu lab’s successful US patent (16/095,394) entitled “ZnT8 assays for drug development and pharmaceutical compositions” was issued on April 
26, 2021. This patent covers a novel method for production, purification and reconstitution of human zinc transporter-8 (ZnT8). Human ZnT8 is a 
major autoantigen in type-1 diabetes, and its loss-of-function mutations are protective against the risk of type-2 diabetes.   
 
 

 

Publications 
 

Blogs and Media 
 

Sixth-year graduate student Anna Moyer of the Reeves lab had a recent Biomedical Odyssey blog post of hers shared on the HUB entitled “Too 
good to be true: reflections on a Down syndrome clinical trial.” It has a drop-cap and everything!  
 
Yet again Anna Moyer has been featured for her Down syndrome advocacy, this time in TWO separate LA Times articles entitled  “Chefs and cooks 
in the disability community share recipes for accessibility” and “Cooking tips and tools for the blind and disable” which highlight the “Accessible 
Chef” blog she made sharing cooking skills with her brother Sam who has Down syndrome. 

 
Manuscripts 
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The Sun lab recently published their manuscript, UPF1 reduces C9orf72 HRE-induced neurotoxicity in the absence of nonsense-mediated decay 
dysfunction, in Cell Reports. Their findings suggest that UPF1 is neuroprotective in models of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and 
frontotemporal dementia (FTD), specifically those with the C9 mutation. These neuroprotective effects are shown to be independent of known 
UPF1-associated nonsense-mediated mRNA decay (NMD) pathways. 
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