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Johns Hopkins has moved to Phase 2 of 
reopening efforts, resuming medium-risk 
activities but still relying on distancing and 
mask-wearing in addition to providing 
online alternatives to in-person activities. 
COVID-19 safety measures remain 
unchanged on-campus for vaccinated 
individuals; CDC guidelines do not apply 
to JHU facilities. Help keep the Hopkins 
and Physiology community safe by 
respecting safety regulations! 
 

Announcements 

 

HELP WANTED FOR DEPT WEBSITE 
 
The Physiology Department relies on 
the webpage to disseminate 
information to members of our 
department and the wider world. As 
the academic year ramps up, many 
updates are made to the site! If you 
have any skills in HTML, CSS, or any 
other web language, email Marsha 
Miller and help the department site 
stay up to date! 

 
THE COOLEY CENTER IS 

REOPENING! 
 

The Cooley Center will reopen under 
Phase 1 restrictions, M-F 6am-8pm. 
The School of Public Health gym 
remains closed. Fitness classes will be 
held outside or virtually. Please visit 
jhmifitness.com for more details, 
class schedules, and to sign up for 
classes and time slots up to one hour. 
 
 

          Upcoming Events 

June 6: Journal Club at Noon 
Alex Maya Romero and Alexa Wade 

Paper:  “Mitochondria Bound to Lipid 
Droplets Have Unique Bioenergetics, 

Composition, and Dynamics That Support 
Lipid Droplet Expansion (nih.gov)” 

 
June 18: Journal Club at Noon 

Jiachen Chu and Jessica Hernandez 
  

June TBD: Cat McCann’s Thesis Seminar 

                 Welcome! 

Incoming CMP Students 
Please give a warm welcome to soon-
to-be first-year Cellular and Molecular 
Physiology students Katie Sullivan, 
Manuella Andrade, and Luoluo Chen, 
who will be joining us in the fall 
semester to begin their graduate 
student journeys in Physiology. 
 

New Postdoctoral Fellows 
Three new postdocs have joined the 
department this month: Dr. Hayden 
Hyatt of the Claypool lab, Dr. Ruiqi Cai 
of the Qiu lab, and Dr.  Devi Kasinathan 
of the Fu lab. It’s a wonderful season in 
Baltimore to be joining a new lab! 
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First-Year Graduate Students 
Choose Their Thesis Labs 

After an unprecedented year of 
challenging pandemic rotations, 
decisions about their new homes have 
been made. Yi (Henry) Cheng has 
joined the Qiu lab where he will 
contribute to the lab’s understanding 
of novel ion channels such as PAC and 
SWELL1. First-year BCMB graduate 
student Noel Getachew, who has 
already joined the Pluznick lab earlier 
this year, will be joined by Mackenzie 
Kui also having selected the Pluznick lab 
where they will both be looking into the 
roles of GPCRs in the kidney with other 
renal enthusiasts. Lastly, Jessica 
Hernandez has landed in the Kralli lab 
where she will be emersed in the study 
of the effects of exercise, PERM1 
activity, and ERR signaling on 
metabolism in adipose and skeletal 
muscle. Congrats to all! We’re all very 
excited to watch your careers grow and 
know you’ll do great science! 
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Awards and Accomplishments 
 
Claypool lab postdoc Nanami Senoo was awarded an American Heart Association postdoctoral fellowship, funded in-part by the Barth Syndrome 
Foundation. She was also awarded a 2021 MD Stem Cell Research Fund postdoctoral fellowship, which she declined due to the funded AHA award. 
Read more here! 
 
Alexa Wade of the Kralli lab was awarded a predoctoral fellowship also from the American Heart Association, bringing the number of Physiology 
trainees who were awarded AHA fellowships this cycle to two. Well done, ladies! 
 
Nathan Zaidman, postdoc in the Pluznick Lab, received a Johns Hopkins Postdoctoral Research Accelerator Award. Congratulations! 
 
 

 

Publications 
 

Blogs and Media 
 

A HUB article published in May recognized five Hopkins students inducted into the Bouchet Society, including our own Anna Moyer, who is 
committed to supporting individuals with disabilities through her research and advocacy. The Edward Alexander Bouchet Graduate Honor Society 
recognizes outstanding academic achievement and commitment to diversity. 
 
Alex Maya Romero, postbac in the Claypool lab, recently had a blog published for the American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB) about choosing the 
right PI. 
 

Manuscripts 
 

A new paper from the Anderson lab, CaMKII oxidation is a critical performance/disease trade-off acquired at the dawn of vertebrate evolution, was 
recently published in Nature Communications. Based on their investigations of CaMKII, they report that increased sensitivity to reactive oxygen 
species in diseases and aging is likely a trade-off for beneficial traits that fueled the early evolutionary success of vertebrates. 
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